Nondermatophytic filamentous fungi infection in South America--reality or misdiagnosis?
For the last 10 years, a steady increment in the diagnosis of nondermatophyte filamentous fungal infections has been observed. This trend also applies to the valuation of the medical mycology. It can be attributed, in part, to the increased concern of the population with the aesthetic aspect, the easiest access to health information, and the increased demand for specialized jobs. Moreover, increase in the diagnosis of new emerging fungi is also caused by the improvement of the diagnostic techniques available as well as the qualification and constant update of the professionals in medical mycology. Another relevant aspect is the valorization of medical mycology in the medical curriculum. Misdiagnosis can lead to treatment failures, because not all nail diseases are caused by fungi. Therefore, the importance of clinical diagnosis is strictly associated with laboratory results.